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WESTPORT TASKFORCE — OPTIONS 

843. Ms L. METTAM to the Premier: 

I have a supplementary question. When is the Premier going to admit that there is overwhelming community 
opposition to the contrived Westport Taskforce process, and when will he get on with building Roe 8 and Roe 9 
to the inner harbour, which is the best option for WA and, in particular, the people of the southern suburbs? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

I actually know the southern suburbs well. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members, your Premier is on his feet. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I have lived there for 30 years. I also do not have my questions written for me by some 
outside parties, like the member for Vasse does. What we saw with the Leader of the Opposition’s —  

Ms L. Mettam: How about that shocking answer! 

The SPEAKER: How about I call you to order, member for Vasse? 

Mr M. McGOWAN: What we saw with the Leader of the Opposition — 

The SPEAKER: Premier! Member for Vasse, since you have become a shadow minister, you think you can just 
call out all the time. Just listen to it, please. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: What we saw was a tweet by the Leader of the Opposition promoting that disruption, that 
intimidation, of ordinary Western Australians who were just wanting to go along to hear information. I think that 
was deplorable on her behalf, and it shows that she is prepared to do anything and is prepared to join with anyone. 
As I have said on a number of occasions, the government is trying to deliver on our election promise, have 
a long-term plan for freight and trade and make sure we deal with this issue for the next 50 to 100 years and beyond. 
That is what governments should be doing. That was Troy Buswell’s view on this when he was Minister for Transport: 
let us look to a long-term future. The then state Labor opposition did not object; we said that was a good policy. 
We said, “Good onya, Troy!” Troy had a few other issues, it might be said, but on that one, we said, “Good onya, 
Troy! Let’s think about long-term thinking.” Indeed, it goes back for some decades that that is what governments 
have been working towards, but all of a sudden we have an opposition that is prepared to play politics with long-term 
infrastructure and long-term thinking for Western Australia. I say to the Liberal Party of Western Australia: it is 
not fit for office now, and it will not be fit for office for many years to come. 

The SPEAKER: That is the end of question time. 
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